BRITISH MUSEUM
The British Museum is a museum dedicated to human history, art, and culture, located in the
Bloomsbury area of London. Its permanent collection, numbering some 8 million works,[4] is among
the largest and most comprehensive in existence and originates from all continents, illustrating and
documenting the story of human culture from its beginnings to the present.
The British Museum was established in 1753, largely based on the collections of the physician and
scientist Sir Hans Sloane. The museum first opened to the public on 15 January 1759, in Montagu
House in Bloomsbury, on the site of the current museum building. Its expansion over the following
two and a half centuries was largely a result of an expanding British colonial footprint and has
resulted in the creation of several branch institutions, the first being the British Museum (Natural
History) in South Kensington in 1881. Some objects in the collection, most notably the Elgin Marbles
from the Parthenon, are the objects of controversy and of calls for restitution to their countries of
origin.
In 1973, the British Library Act 1972 detached the library department from the British Museum, but
it continued to host the now separated British Library in the same Reading Room and building as the
museum until 1997. The museum is a non-departmental public body sponsored by the Department for
Culture, Media and Sport, and as with all other national museums in the United Kingdom it charges
no admission fee, except for loan exhibitions. Neil MacGregor became director of the museum in
August 2002, succeeding Robert G. W. Anderson. In April 2015, MacGregor announced that he
would step-down as Director on 15 December. On 29 September 2015, the Board of Trustees
confirmed Hartwig Fischer, who took up his post on 4 April 2016, as his successor.
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